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locAl bAND – bluES SWINg  
AT FEb 24 coFFEEHouSE

Get it on your calendar! may 5 & 
6, at highbanks Metro park, the 
new location for the central ohio 
Folk Festival. we have a number 
of new offerings in 2018, plus 
a great lineup. Visit our website 
at: columbusfolkmusicsociety.
org to get notice when Saturday 

evening concert tickets will 
be available on eventbrite. 
tom Rush with matt nakoa 
headline the festival. the 
Opening Act is the extremely 
talented Red Tail Ring. Over 40 
music workshops!  The remainder 
of activities are free:  3 performing 

stages, a dance tent, a special 
tent for scheduled jam groups 
of varying genres, a children’s 
program and more!

bill Cohen:  From your group’s 
name, we get that you like to do 
songs that can be classified as 
Blues and Swing music (duh!), but 
give us some examples of well-
known tunes you perform and the 
era that these songs came from.
bill kerwin: our blues material 
ranges from Bessie Smith in the 
‘20’s (“Bed Bug Blues”) to B.B. 
King in the 60’s (“The Jungle”), 
our “swing” material includes early 
‘30’s pop (“A Good Man is Hard 
to Find”, ”It’s a Sin to Tell a Lie”), 
American Songbook classics 

See bluesSwing  – page 2

Columbus based BluesSwing 
explores the blues and popular 
song roots of American music, 
from W.C. Handy to B.B. King, 
from Thomas “Fats” Waller to 
Nat “King” Cole – and adds the 
occasional beatles or elvis number 
to spice things up. The solid 
rhythmic foundation of bass (Carl 
Yaffey), drums (Kevin Truman), 
and banjo (Jackie LaMuth) allows 
the tasteful lead guitar work (John 
Sherman) and distinctive vocals 
(Bill Kerwin) to send this classic 
mix of tunes straight to your heart.

gET rEADy, gET SET. . . Folk 
FESTIvAl 2018  

 interview by bill cohen



(“Honeysuckle Rose,” “Night 
and Day”) and Western Swing 
(“Four or Five Times,” “Take 
Another Guess.”)  We 
also throw in a few old 
rock or country classics 
(“Memphis,” “Walkin’ after 
Midnight”) if we feel like it. 
b. Cohen:  What is 
there about this style of 
music and the bygone 
era it originated in that 
you all find attractive 
and meaningful so many 
decades later?
b. kerwin:  we are drawn 
to music from eras where the 
song itself – the union of words 
and music – were of primary 
importance. The lyrics of our 
songs capture a mood or 
tell a story and the tunes are 
something you can whistle or 
hum.  
b. Cohen:  The group has 
veteran musicians who have 
a lot of experience.  Give us a 
rundown of the personnel, what 
their specialty is, and what their 
backstory is.
b. kerwin:   all of us are veterans 
of the columbus music scene.  
carl has been active in columbus 
for forty years, playing banjo 
and bass with many bands, 
including Turkeys in the Straw, 
One Riot One Ranger, and Five 
Guys named Moe.  He’s currently 
playing banjo with The Folk 
Ramblers, Bohemian Highway, 
and Grassahol, and BluesSwing is 
lucky to have him on bass.
Jackie LaMuth has been playing 
music for at least twenty years in 

the area, notably with “Loosely 
Strung” for 12 years.  More 
recently she has been playing 
bass for the Ohio Fingerstyle 

Guitar Club and Ben Gelber’s 
Friday Night Live Ensemble. She 
is part of several duos – Barrie 
and lamuth and the banded 
Agates – playing bass and singing 
leads and harmonies. She plays 
tenor banjo with us, giving us a 
taste of that old timey jazz, and 
also enriches the band with her 
harmonies and occasional lead 
vocals. 
John Sherman is a master of 
the finger-style guitar, proficient 
in the celtic style, locally known 
for his duets with Randy Clepper 
and his work with the General 
Guinness band.  when carl asked 
John to play electric guitar with 
BluesSwing, he was doubtful.  “I 
hadn’t played electric guitar in 40 
years,” John says, “and I had only a 

passing familiarity with the material. 
it turned out to be more fun than i 
ever thought it would be, and the 
electric chops came back fast.”

Kevin Truman has played 
drums in various local 
blues and rock groups 
since the ‘80’s, including 
celebration, burnished 
Gold, cross county, 
The Steve Dodge Band, 
Creatures of Habit, Jazz 
ethics, the classmen, 
The River Ratz, Z-Sharpe 
Big Band, String-Theory, 
All Those Years Ago, Little 
patch of Soul and many 

others.  BluesSwing benefits not 
only from his drums, but also 
from his backup vocals.
Bill Kerwin has sung lead vocals 
in Columbus, off and on, for forty 
years.  he is best known for the 
trout band, the deltones, and 
the various incarnations of Five 
Guys Named Moe.” He is proud 
of his rich tone, his excellent 

diction, and the fact the people 
still seems to like to listen to him 
after all these years.     
b. Cohen:  Obviously, each song 
has its own individual message, 
but do you think that after your 
group performs, many folks in 
the audience often leave with an 
overall general message or feeling 
or understanding?
b. kerwin:  I hope they enjoy 
each song for what it is, and 
realize that good songs can come 
from anywhere and anybody.  
Making songs is one of the great 
things we human folks can do.  As 
Louis Armstrong once said, “All 
music is folk music; I ain’t never 
heard no horse sing a song.”
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  “ . . . i hope they enjoy each 
song for what it is, and realize 

that good songs can come 
from anywhere and anybody.  

Making songs is one of the 
great things we human folks 
can do. ”                   bill kerwin

bluesSwing  – from page 1

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org


cFMS opErATINg SupporT – AlloWS uS To 
proDucE THE FESTIvAl AS WEll AS AccoMplISH All our 
oTHEr MANy AcTIvITIES
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Community level ($500 - 999)
anonymous donor

dorthea kay Smith
buren & carol carter

we want to sincerely thank all of our 
supporters who have so generously 
contributed financially to the CFMS – 
whether directly to our 2018 central 
Ohio Folk Festival by becoming festival 
sponsors, by means of the year-end 
CFMS Match Challenge, or through the 
Columbus Foundation’s October Big 

Give. There are also ALL the other ways of support that bring in funds to allow us to do what we do -- fundraising 
concerts, garage and bake sales, numerous jams, as well as all the many, many volunteer hours contributed ! 
thank you to one and all ! 

A SpEcIAl THANk 
you To our rEcENT 
DoNorS  !

Friend level ($25 - 49)
Stephen Hopkins
terry Smith
beth Scherer
Frank white
catherine walker
Janet White
larry Staats

Barbara Wright
kathleen boston
anonymous
Art & Sharon Mittenbergs 
Jeff Putnam
thom mccain
Karen & Denny Stephens
Jan Fleischmann

Frank & Rhonda white
larry & Sally less
dave hawkins
barb west ervilla
d. Feinstein
laura kelly/dan adamsky

supporter level ($10 - 24)
kathy Sellers

linda blaine
Bill Kirkpatrick

dave Fultz

benefactor sponsor level  ($1,000+)
John & Janet Schomburg
patron sponsor level ($250+)
Byrne’s Pub
able Roof

FESTIvAl SupporT

sustainer level ($50 - 99)
Jeanne Drown    
bostwick wyman  
linda bolles 
Richard ward 
howard mosley 

linda mcdonald  
Greg Denby 
Jane VanAuken
brent davis
carol palmer 

patron level ($100 - 499)  
Renilda marshall 
patrick casey
beth & Stan bradley 
charlie Flowers & denise bronson  

Frank Shyjka  
Hugh Farthing 
Whinestopper band
don newton & family
diane boston Community Arts Fund

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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MoNTHly progrAM SHoWS MovINg 
poWEr oF MuSIc  by bill cohen

It’s the most uplifting, inspiring, 
and energizing single hour of 
music I have the privilege of 
attending in Columbus, and yet, a 
lot of folkies and musicians don’t 
even know it exists. I think of it as 
a hidden gem.
Don’t let the official name of the 
program fool you. Yes, it’s called 
the “Saturday Chant,” and it’s 
sponsored by a group called In 
Spirit Ministries.  But there’s no 
yoga or meditation circle, and 
there’s no moralizing fire and 
brimstone sermon.
Instead, it’s simply a joyful hour of 
talented musicians singing songs 
that express love for the world and 
gratitude for our lives.  It’s hard 
to describe the genre of songs 
with just one word.  Sometimes, 
it’s folk or folk-rock.  Other times, 
it’s more Americana and singer-
songwriter.  And, at times, there’s 
a gospel feel too.
Sometimes, the program features 
singer-songwriters whose names 
are not household words but 
who are on regional tours.  Other 
times, the program features the 
7-member “house band” of local 
instrumentalists and harmony 
singers.  But either way, the 
musicians are top-notch, and the 
spirit is one of joy, exuberance, 
and energy.
The positive lyrics are often so 
simple and the melodies are so 
catchy that the audience ”latches 
on,” and everyone in the room 
becomes part of what sounds like 
a gospel choir.

Words don’t do this program 
justice because you have to 
experience the music and spirit 
yourself in person.  But here’s a 
brief bit of song lyrics from Peter 
Mayer that symbolize the general 
thrust of the theme.  you can see 
that this song is a kind of call-
and-response with full audience 
participation:
When it’s late December, dark  
and cold Where 
is the light?
When old man year is  
bending low Where 
is the light?
When the sun runs 
off to  
bed too soon  Where 
is the light?
And there’s nothing 
but a skinny moon  
Where is the light?
chorus: 
Where is the light?  
Where is the light?
Where is the light? oh . . .the 
light’s inside of me
It’s in my skin and in my bones
In my heart and in my soul
That light of life, so bright and 
golden 
like a summer day 

the Saturday chant just celebrated 
7 full years of songfests, a total of 
84 events and counting.  They’re 
held at an unusual but actually 
very convenient time:  the first 

Saturday of every month from 5 
to 6 p.m. at the First Unitarian 
church, 93 w. weisheimer in the 
Clintonville neighborhood.  The 
1-hour time slot doesn’t interfere 
with Saturday afternoon events, 
and it still leaves time to do other 
things on Saturday night.
did i mention these events are 
officially free?  All they do is pass 
the hat, and most folks are glad to 

put a few bucks in, because the 
mood is joyful and the proceeds 
are dedicated to a worthy 
charitable cause.
Co-founders Joanne Blum and 
Joe Lambert say their monthly 
songfests showcase the healing 
power of music.  To that, I can 
only say: “Amen!”
To see video of excerpts of 
recent songfests, go to WWW.
inspiritministries.org

Joanne blum and Joe lambert are co-founders of In 
Spirit Ministries, and they help lead the monthly chant.



 www.ColumbusFolkmusiCsoCieTy.org          page 5

 a diFFerenT sTrummer                                         February, 2018

serious love songs, a humorous trivia quiz, 
home-baked refreshments, and some fun 
surprises will highlight a valentines concert by 
bill cohen in the columbus Mennonite church 
(sanctuary) at 35 e. oakland park.  The show 
runs from 7 to 9 p.m. on Friday, February 2.
With guitar and piano, Bill will sing favorites made 
famous by John Denver, the Everly Brothers, 
Sam Cooke, Bette Midler, James Taylor, Kris 
Kristofferson,  the Eagles, Bing Crosby, Patti 
Page, Nat King Cole, Johnny Mathis, and others.  
Musical back-up will add some special sparkle 
from Bill’s friends: Ann Fisher on flute, Brian Szuch 
on lead guitars, and the all-girl vocal trio, the 
harmonettes.
Each song will represent a different aspect of the 
ups and downs of love:  ecstasy, vulnerability, 

loss, betrayal, and mature commitment.  while the 
songs will reflect the warmth, heartache, and pain 
that love can bring, there will be a lighter side too, 
as Bill challenges the audience with trivia questions 
about famous and infamous couples and love 
songs throughout the decades. 
A $10 donation per person is being requested at 
the door, with proceeds going to help produce the 
upcoming Central Ohio Folk  Festival.
This is the 9th year for this special Valentine 
concert.
For more information, call Bill at 263-3851 or 
billcohen@columbus.rr.com. 

SupporT Folk FESTIvAl by ATTENDINg 
our EArly vAlENTINE coNcErT

MorE clASSIc Folk MuSIc AlbuMS !
by bill cohen

Remember how at last year’s folk 
festival, we raised extra money 
when festival-goers donated 
money for dozens of 1960’s-era 
folk music records, donated by the 
guy who owns Elizabeth’s Records 
in Columbus?
well, owner david lewis has done 
it again.  He’s contributed another 

couple huge boxes of those 33 
rpm records to us. You’ll see them, 
plus 4 boxes of the leftover records 
from last year at this year’s COFF 
on may 5 and 6.
Whether you like Pete Seeger, 
the weavers, the brothers 4, the 
Limelighters, John Denver, or Peter 
Paul and Mary, you’ll probably find 

something you’ll treasure.  And just 
searching through the boxes is a 
fun way to stir memories.
Thanks David for your continuing 
support for the Central Ohio Folk 
Festival.  We really appreciate it.
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IF you puT IT oN 
THE AIr, THEy WIll 
lISTEN !
If I was going to have my own folk 
music radio program, I was going 
to have to start a radio station 
myself. “If we build it they will 
come,” so we were told. In this 
case, ”if you put it on the air, they 
will listen.” I was told. 
There were FCC regulations 
and community standards, and 
equipment and software and 
programming, from where? Based 
on what? And the music! Who 
would manage the music? How 
would we get the radio station on 
the air with no studio? No money? 
No volunteers? I was left with a 
thousand questions, hundreds of 
ideas and little to go on. . . Just 
the promise of a license and a 
frequency. . . Like Mother Teresa, I 
didn’t know HOW I was going pull 
this off. I just knew it was up to me 
to do it. 
there was the central ohio Green 
Education Fund who had applied 
to the FCC for 94.1, the frequency 
assigned to what would become 
WGRN-LP Columbus. We started 
with a community grant from 
community Shares of mid ohio 
which paid for initial operating 
expenses and our Pacifica Radio 
Network affiliation. The Community 
Festival in the form of grants, 
gave us our broadcast tower and 
the money to pay the first year of 
music license fees. Though we 
wanted a studio of our own, we 
didn’t NEED a studio right away. 
We could generate broadcasts 

from the cloud with content 
from Pacifica and our 
community, including music. 
i would consider my favorite 
music, folk music. i knew 
a lot about it and had the 
desire to help Columbus 
be as much in love with it 
as i have been for the last 
45 years. I want to give 
Columbus the good stuff. Now 
i host the radio show  Folkin’ 
Around, “the best folk and 
acoustic music from your back 
yard, front porch or kitchen table,” 
monday, wednesday, and Friday 
at 10 a.m. and Sunday at 3.  on 
Sundays, we also carry Wandering 
Minstrels from Jared Ingersol, 
Woodwarbler’s Jazzgrass, Michael 
Jonathon’s Woodsongs Old-Time 
Radio hour, and local music from 
the music Room with Rick barr. 
Local producers are now stepping 
forward to create local content on 
WGRN! You can now help build 
community with folk music too. 
i am certain some members of 
CFMS are walking encyclopedias 
of folk music. if you have always 
wanted to have your own folk 
music program, let’s talk and see if 
we can make it happen.
. . . we here at wGRn want 
to create a society based on 
sustainability and respect for life, 
our air, water and soil. we also 
want to offer solutions. And we 
haven’t forgotten what makes life 
great in Central Ohio either: family, 

friends, food, music, joy. we want 
to share with our community all 
those things that make life great 
here. You can listen for public 
service announcements (PSA’a) 
letting people know there is a folk 
festival and coffeehouses they can 
enjoy. Some of those PSA’s will 
air the familiar voice of bill cohen, 
community champion of the local 
folk scene. we here in central 
ohio enjoy a rich cultural life and 
WGRN is proud to be helping to 
make it that way. We couldn’t do it 
without you!
If you would like to volunteer or, 
if you want to produce a program 
of your own contact Victoria 
at: programming@wgrn.org. to 
donate, send a check, great or 
small, to the central ohio Green 
education Fund, 1021 e. broad 
St., cols, oh 43205. Follow us on 
facebook and listen to the stream 
at: www.wgrn.org. Tune in your 
FM dial to 94.1 for “the best folk 
and acoustic music from your 
back yard, front porch or kitchen 
table!” Oh, and for the best news 
and public affairs Columbus 
airwaves have to offer.

 by victoria parks



Save the date . . .
The saturday music Jam at 
worthington Farmer’s market 
9:30-11:30am – each Saturday 
at the Shops at Worthington Mall 
(winter months). NOTE: the jam 
location has moved and is now in 
the West Wing. All are welcome 
to play. Please bring a chair. 

Friday, Feb 2: 7-9pm: annual 
valentine’s Concert (featuring 
bill Cohen with backup 
musician friends). held at: the 
Columbus Mennonite Church, 
(sanctuary), 35 Oakland Park Ave, 
cols. donation at door: $10. a 
fundraiser for central ohio Folk 

Festival 2018. Refreshments and 
more! Handicap accessible. 
2nd & 4th wednesdays, 
February 14 & 28, 2-3pm: Jam 
at laurels of worthington 
(Memory Care Unit) – 1030 N. 
High St., Worthington. Contact 
mike at: mikezanjano@aol.com 
for more info or to be put on the 
e-mail list. 

saturday, February 24, 
FolkSide Coffeehouse  6-7pm 
open Jam; 7-8pm open mic; 
8pm Featured performer: 
bluesswing.  held at: the 
Columbus Mennonite Church, 

35 oakland park ave, cols. 
Suggested donation at door: $7; 
students $5; cFmS members 
$5; under 12 free. Handicap 
accessible. 
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Welcome 
to our 
New and 
returning 

Members:
mary lynne carr 
Ray Pauken (NEW)

Friday, February 2:  8 pm – 
Chris & rose at weasel boy 
Brewery, 126 Muskingham Ave, 
Zanesville, oh 43701. no cover, 
you gratuity is appreciated.

sat, February 24:  7pm – 
avalon nine at Java Central 
Cafe and Roaster, 20 S State St, 
westerville. no cover. 
 

FollowinG ouR own 

want to find 
out More 
about the 
coluMbus 
folk Music 
society and its  
events? 
visit: www.
columbusfolkmusicsociety.org 

or  you can join as a 
member. Benefits include: 
camaraderie with fellow folk 
music lovers in town, discounts 
on certain admissions, this 
monthly newsletter and the 
comfort of knowing that all 
events are family friendly!  a 
membership form is on page 8.

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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In an effort to be both fiscally and environmentally responsible, we will 
send a full-color, interactive newsletter via e-mail unless you request a 
hard copy be mailed to you.
1 I prefer a hard copy via regular U.S. mail

Please send completed form and payment to: 
The Columbus Folk Music Society
P.O. Box 20735, Columbus, OH 43220

For credit card transactions: contact treasurer@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org.  Membership amounts are tax-deductible.

The Columbus Folk  
music society
P.O. Box 20735
Columbus, OH 43220

next issue in march

we’re on the web!
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

