
Decades ago, pop artist Andy 
Warhol predicted that someday, 

because of the growing reach 
of mass media and pop culture, 
everyone will be famous . . . . . 

for 15 minutes.
Obviously, with the advent of 

the Kardashians, Honey 
Boo Boo, and Snooki, 
Warhol was right on target.
And now, his prophesy 
will ring true again on 
Saturday November 25, 
as the Columbus Folk 
Music Society’s monthly 
coffeehouse will become – 
for that one night only – an 
all-open-stage affair.  The 

big difference between our 
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ANNouNCINg CENTrAl 
oHIo folk fESTIvAl mAY 
5 & 6, 2018 AND WE’rE 
movINg!

article by Bill Cohen

Coming November 25  – page 5

save the date of may 5 & 6 for our upcoming folk festival. 
To better accomodate the festival’s growth, we’re moving 
to highbanks metro park beginning in 2018. We have 
some exciting activities planned. Stay tuned!  



As we started playing more and 
more, we really did start to get 
noticed by the locals. Soon we 
had a couple of news articles 
written about us. greg Hankins 
offers this following note: “When 
we started getting noticed and the 
local newspapers began to write 
about the group, several players 
asked not to be mentioned since 
they were supposed to be at 
work at that time of the morning. 
one can only be going for office 
supplies so many fridays at 9:00 
a.m., i suppose.”
tuesday evening jam in front 
of bexley radio cafe is born
pretty soon, it became obvious 
we wanted an additional chance 
to play. ray pauken set it up for 
us to start playing on Tuesday 

evenings in front of the Bexley 
radio Café on Main Street. We 
would start to tune up around 7 
p.m. and things started kicking in 
within 20 mintues or so. The usual 
Friday morning group was there, 
but very quickly others started 
showing up. Soon we were about 
20 musicians playing Kingston 
Trio, john denver, folk music, 
and Johnny Cash 
songs.  
One of the most 
accomplished 
musicians to 
join us at that 
juncture was 
Ted christy. Ted 
was absolutely 
amazing on the 
banjo, harmonica, 
guitar, or pretty 
much whatever 
he had in his 
hands.  
pat casey 
joined us as well. 
pat was a jovial, pipe smoking 
individual, who played guitar and 
the accordian squeeze box. He  
would play “mullenberg county” 
or “fields of athenry.” i always 
looked forward to hearing him 
play those songs, but the piece 
de resistance was at the end of 
the evening when he would get 
everybody stirred up and joining in 
with his special rendition of “The 
Cover of the rolling Stone.”  
Another player from the early days 
was Deb Matin, who would bring 
her guitar and add to the overall 
camaraderie.  and guitarist,  len 

gibler, favored us with his special 
rendition of “The banks of the 
Ohio” which ended with the 
heroine saying something to the 
effect of “don’t mess with me, i 
know Tae Kwon do.” 
We had some fans that would 
make sure they showed up each 
Tuesday evening. one woman 
named BJ, would invariably start 

dancing when we 
were doing either 
a doo-wop song 
or some rousing 
melody. What 
made it especially 
difficult was when 
she was in the 
middle of the aisle 
at the Café where 
there was no room. 
BJ would also 
always be looking 
out for Frieda.  
Al and rose ross 
were a couple 
who would join us 

somtimes in the evenings. When 
the right song happened along, 
they would start to dance on the 
sidewalk. it was a very lovely sight 
to see. They had been married a 
long time, and you could see the 
love between them.  
One incident i remember was 
during mid-summer. We were all 
in pretty good harmony that night; 
there were lots of musicians and 
lots of folks just listening. A semi-
truck stopped in the middle of the 
street right across from us. He 
shut his engine off, looked out his 
window, and listened to the song. 

 page 2               www.ColumbusFolkmusiCsoCieTy.org

 a diFFerenT sTrummer                                        november, 2017 

HISTorY of A loNg ruNNINg  
ColumbuS bASED JAm - PArT III article by Al Belasco

What follows is part three of 
four on the history of a very long 
running jam in Central Ohio. 
Again, the article is meant to 
bring back memories for many 
and also to help remember 
and pay tribute to some of the 
members who have passed on.   
The article is written by Al 
Belasco, the founder of this 
particular jam group and 
incorporates his recollections of 
the group over its many years 
of existence. The jam group 
presently meets every Thursday 
evening from 7-10pm at the 
Whetstone Assisted Living facility 
on Olentangy River Road. E-mail 
Al at alanbelasco@att.net for 
more information. 

 Ted christy

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org


he waited until we finished the 
song, started his engine up, gave 
us a wave, and then off he went. 
No other cars honked their horns.  
people started showing up and 
brought their instruments. They 
were all welcomed, but not all of 
them made it a weekly “fix.”  one 
evening, Mike Hardin, from the 
Columbus Dispatch, showed up. 
He wrote a real nice story about 
us. i think at this time ray might 
even have started calling us the 
Bexley String Band. We got Mike 

to pick up a guitar and join us for a 
couple of songs.   
John Copeland joined us with his 
banjo playing. John was very tall 
and had a wry smile. He would sit 
in the corner and take some leads 
if it was the right song. i found out 
later on that he was a very good 
golfer. i could never beat him !!!  
john passed away in 2012.  
We had a fiddle player join us 
whose name was Barb Molonson.  
god bless her; she would bring 
out her instrument, tune it up for 
15 minutes, and still be out by 

a little. We loved it. But true to 
the dynamics of the group, no 
one ever took offense at another 
musician just enjoying themselves.  
Another musician around this time 
was a nice woman named Diane 
who played a Martin. She had a 
beautiful voice and loved being 
part of a group that played music.  
i think she played Joan Baez 
songs.  
Another couple that joined us 
in the evenings was Don & 
gussie Stanford. Don loved to 

play gospel 
tunes and he 
organized a yearly 
Bean Dinner 
somewhere south 
of Columbus. 
Mike Hardin 
found gussie to 
be a fascinating 
individual and later 
wrote a column 
about her. i have 
a picture of Mike, 
Don, myself, Jack 
Streamer, and 
another person 
playing at this 

Bean Dinner. 
He and gussie later journeyed 
up to Westerville where we had 
our Thursday sessions so they 
could be part of the group. 
Unfortunately, Don had a stroke 
several years later and also 
became stricken with Altzheimer’s. 
don passed away in 2011.   
One of the most accomplished 
musicians, and arguably the best 
mandolin player i’ve heard in 
ohio, started with us on Tuesday 
nights. His name was gene 
parsons. gene would always 
sit back and watch the players. 

When he sensed a lead would 
be appropriate, he would let the 
instrument do the talking for him. 
He had played in a bluegrass band 
for over 25 years, and i only wish 
that i could have seen him perform 
at some of his gigs. 
Another mandolin player, Carroll 
Cleek (or C.C.), 
joined the group 
at this time. He 
also played guitar. 
C.C. was a very 
accomplished 
musician and 
he always had a smile, a great 
handshake, and a cheerful, 
“hey buddy, how’re you doing 
tonight?” He played old Nashville 
tunes, george Jones types, 
and grand ole opry songs. The 
funny part about C.C. was that, 
invariably, he would play a song 
we all knew, then speed up the 
rhythm during a verse, leaving 
us all in the dust – a couple of 
beats behind. it would take a 
couple of seconds to catch up, 
but after a while, we knew what 
to expect, and it became second 
nature to make the adjustment. 
He also played in a group called 
the Olentangy River Boys. C.C. 
and gene would team up for a 
mandolin duo towards the end 
of the evening, and we all looked 
forward to “bully of the Town” or 
“oh ‘dem golden slippers.”  c.c. 
would play the melody and gene 
would answer with a counterpoint, 
and sometimes would play it with 
fifths on his mandolin. i dearly wish 
we could have recorded some of 
those tunes. C.C. was also my gig 
partner and i really miss him. C.C. 
was very good on the instrument, 
but gene was the best. 
Stay tuned for Part 4 in Dec. issue.
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ray pauken, left; pat casey, right

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org


 page 4               www.ColumbusFolkmusiCsoCieTy.org

 a diFFerenT sTrummer                                        november, 2017 

open-stage performers and 
those aforementioned so-called 
celebrities is that our folks will 
actually be entertaining.
from 7 to 10 p.m., every 15 
minutes, a new act will take the 
stage, and it could be you!  
you’ll be able to sign up for a 
slot by talking with our emcee, 
namely me, on-site at the 
columbus mennonite church, 35 
oakland park. 
Of course, if you’re an old 
veteran folkie, you’re invited, 
but, as usual, we’re especially 
inviting the younger folks to 
participate.  and by “younger,” 
we mean anybody below the 
age of 40!  after all, the young 
whippersnapper folk music fans 

are the ones who will be carrying 
on the tradition, long after us old 
fogies pass on.
Although folk music is our theme, 
our definition of folk music is very 
broad, and our coffeehouse is 
also open to storytelling, dance, 
poetry, and comedy (sometimes 
accidental).
As usual, the open stage will be 
preceded by an informal jam, 
starting at 6 p.m.
The expanded open stage will be 
a great way to keep celebrating 
Thanksgiving, albeit 2 days after 
the official holiday.
This is your chance to shine.  
Over the years, some of our 
open stage acts have impressed 

the audience so much, they’ve 
been hired as our “featured 
performers” at a future CFMS 
coffeehouse.  and, that is 
something rare in folk music --- a 
paying gig!

Coming November 25 – from page 1

folkSide 
Coffeehouse
Sat, Nov 25th
6pm – open Jam
7 -10pm – open mic
Refreshments . . .
camaraderie . . .
fun. . .

SpeakiNg of thaNkS. . .

A big thank you to “The band” who played 
at the nationwide Children’s hospital 
Columbus marathon on october 15.  
Band Members are:  Brian Szuch, Dave 
clutter, linda blaine, don newton, george 
bennett, Tc Keller and mike hale, who 
managed to avoid the rain, but almost got 
blown away near the end of the race.

A big thank you 
to whinestopper 
and to Chris 
and rose for 
performing 
at our CoFF 
benefit concert 
september 
30, and to all 
the jammers 
who came out 
to darby day 
on oct 8th at 
Battelle Darby 
Creek Metro 
park and to 
all of you who 
donated to the 
recent big give 
on october 10.
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Friends.  Freedom.  Food.  Music. 
jobs. parents. children.  laughter. 
emotions. And dozens of other 
things. We all have so much to be 
thankful for –  everyday, not just 
Thanksgiving day.
so join bill from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
on Friday, November 24 as he 
sings a unique concert of songs 
that express gratitude for all that 
we have.

playing piano and guitar, he’ll 
sing songs written by, made 
famous by, or inspired by, a 
wide variety of folks --- John 
denver, the Weavers, phil ochs,  
louis armstrong, don mclean, 
the Beatles, and others.  even 
Johnny Appleseed, Jiminy 
cricket, and the “old ladies” on 
the TV show, “golden girls.” 
The program will take place in 
the intimate sanctuary of the 
Maynard Avenue Methodist 
church at 2350 indianola in 
Columbus.  Free parking will be 
available in the church lot and on 
nearby streets.
a $10 per person donation will be 
asked for at the door.  proceeds 

will go to help Bill’s wife randi 
make her annual winter trek to 
the dominican republic. That’s 
where she serves as a volunteer 
translator for the international 
medical alliance of Tennessee, a 
team of doctors and nurses who 
provide free basic medical care 
to impoverished Haitian workers 
who live and work just inside the 
D.r. border.
for many, Thanksgiving is a day 
to gorge on food, and the next 
day is a shopping day to splurge 
on buying material goods.  
let’s make this holiday more 
meaningful by celebrating our 
true blessings, giving heartfelt 
thanks for them, & taking action 
to make this a better world.

CElEbrATINg our TruE blESSINgS  
– uPComINg CoNCErT bY bIll CoHEN 
WIll Do JuST THAT

Do you want to know you’re 
helping the perpetuation of folk 
music?  an anonymous donor 
has offered to match all 
donations to the Columbus 
Folk music society received 
before dec 31 at midnight up 

to a grand total of $500. as 
the 2018 Central ohio Folk 
Festival is in full swing, your 
donations now will really 
help. This is a great opportunity 
to give $25, $50 or more (and 
before year-end). please give 

now in order to get the match!  
mail to: cfms 2017 challenge,  
p.o. box 20735 
columbus, oh 43220
To arrange for a credit card 
transaction, e-mail: treasurer@
columbusfolkmusicsociety.org.

mATCHINg fuND CHAllENgE ! 

WANT To fIND ouT morE 
AbouT THE ColumbuS folk 
muSIC SoCIETY AND ITS  
EvENTS? 

visit: www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org 
or  you can join as a member. benefits include: 
camaraderie with fellow folk music lovers in town, 
discounts on certain admissions, this monthly 
newsletter and the comfort of knowing that all events 
are family friendly!  a membership form is on pg 8.

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org


The late great guitarist/producer 
and hero of [the Ohio Fingerstyle 
guitar Club], Chet Atkins, once 
joked as he sang, “nobody 
wants you when you just play 
guitar.” Well, that wasn’t entirely 
the truth in Chet’s case as he 
could fill most theaters when 
he performed, however few 
instrumental guitarists have, 
since – no matter how good they 
are.  America, as a whole, isn’t 
impressed to the point of filling 
venues with intellect and talent. 
yet, they fill 100,000 seat sports 
arenas to hear a lot of noise!
god bless the success of the 
mega stars like The stones, 
Taylor swift, journey, etc. but, 
they have a huge network of 
producers, record companies, 
large venues, deep pocket 
investors and agents that keep 
that incredible “cash cow” rolling. 
For the appreciation of talent? i 
highly doubt it.
So, what happens to young (and, 
old) artists that are born with 

superior natural musical talent 
and an urge to be consumed by 
that music until they have honed 
that irrepressible frenzy into a 
world class talent? And, what 
about those of us that love to 
listen to something other than 
all that noise? Those of us that 
have a “slightly above below 
average” appreciation of music 
– that could possibly include an 
understanding between notes, 
styles, feeling, attack, talent and 
don’t really care that our favorite 
performers play with all their 
clothes on. Should we simply 
wait until the entertainment 
“industry/machine” brings your 
favorites to a “bar near you?” i’m 
not waiting – how about you?
Thus, the recent growth of 
average joe music aficionados 
around America that open their 
homes to “starving artists” and 
host a House Concert for up to 
20 or more eager music lovers 
that are, also, starving for world 
class music you just will not find 
on TV, radio, sirius, or in venues 

of any 
decent 
size. They 
typically 
give all the 
donations 
received 
from the 
attendees 
to the 
performers 
in an 
effort to allow them to survive 
outside the entertainment 
“machine.” and, with an informal 
network surfacing among the 
hosts of House Concerts these 
performers are actually starting 
to earn an “above minimum 
wage.” These quaint venues also 
give the audience an up close 
and personal connection with a 
performer – at volumes that are 
not harmful to the ear drums – 
and, they get a chance to chat 
with the performers.
There is a rather nice 
discussion of House Concerts 
on Wikipedia (click to read).
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EvEr TrIED A HouSE CoNCErT? – HErE’S oNE

by palmer moore, 
organizer – ohio 
Fingerstyle guitar 
Club

CoNCEPT of HouSE  CoNCErTS
– And the Concept is growing Nationally

sunday, dec 10th (3 pm)
home of mike & cheri lewis, 5736 Twin lakes, 
Westerville, oh cost = $20 ($10 students)

one of the world’s foremost fingerstyle guitarists 
and harp-guitarists, muriel anderson is the first 
woman to have won the National Fingerstyle guitar 
Championship. She appears on the cover of Classical 
Guitar Magazine, spring 2017, and concurrently in 
main feature stories in Guitar Player Magazine and 
Acoustic Guitar Magazine.

Muriel has come to play for us in Columbus many 
times and has always been a crowd pleaser with her 
unbelievable talent and wonderful stories. i know 
that she, like all the other solo guitarists that come to 
visit, would rather be playing to a packed theater - 
but, unfortunately for her - yet, fortunate for us - she 
is best heard sitting 3 feet in front of her audience 
playing as tastefully and skillfully as one can imagine.  
Don’t miss her annual visit to Columbus.  visit:  
murielanderson.com. Concert questions?  e-mail 
palmer moore at: pmoore11@columbus.rr.com.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_concert
http://murielanderson.com.


The saturday music Jam at worthington 
Farmer’s market 9:30-11:30am – each 
Saturday at the Shops at Worthington Mall 
(the location of the market and jam during 
winter months) beginning in November. All are 
welcome to play. Consider bringing a chair. 
wednesdays, november 8 & 22, 2-3pm: 
Jam at laurels of worthington (for Memory 
care unit) – 1030 n. high st., Worthington. 
Contact Dan Clarke: dan41n@att.net for info 
or to be put on an e-mail list. 
saturday, november 25, Folkside 
Coffeehouse  6pm-Open Jam; 7pm Open 
mic night – 15 minute slots.  Held at: the 
Columbus Mennonite Church, 35 oakland 
park avenue, cols. suggested donation at 
door: $7; students $5; CFMS members $5; 
under 12 free. Handicap accessible.  
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seriously folks, post this on your frig!

saVe The daTe Welcome to our 
New and returning 
members:

Friday, november 3, 7:30-
9:30pm – halfway home at 
Clifton Opera House, 5 S. Clay 
st, clifton, oh. 937-342-2175
wednesday, november 8, 3:30 
pm – Joanie Calem; Seeds of 
Caring, Intergenerational Sing 
Along, Wesley glen, Columbus, 
OH.
Friday, november 10:  7:30pm 
– bill Cohen: “spirit of the 

1960s Coffeehouse” concert, 
at King Avenue Methodist 
Church, 299 W. King (at Neil Ave), 
columbus, 43201. bill’s cohen’s 
annual salute to the unique 
decade includes live folk songs, 
stories of major 60’s news events, 
memorabilia, trivia quiz, and 
more. $10 donation suggested at 
the door.  for more info, call (614) 
263-3851. 

Tuesday, november 14, 
11:30am – The Folk ramblers 
at linworth methodist church, 
7070 bent Tree blvd, columbus, 
oh 43235. 
Friday, november 24, 
9-midnight – grassahol at 
rambling house, 310 e. hudson 
- Columbus, OH. $5 cover. 

folloWing our oWn...

John Bates
Andy Beyer
buren & carol carter (life)
Janet Chandler
mark & patricia converse  
    (family) (NeW)
Susan eisner
Barbara West erviller 
   “good friend” (neW)
robin Frees 
Karen Fries
dave hawkins “good 
    Friend” (NeW)
carol Kane & loren bucek
Bohner Mcglone (NeW)
Claude & regina Miller
Don Newton
pam raver

Shelbiano rhein
Beth Scherer
John and Melanie Shapiro 
    (family)
Cathy & Steve Sheets  
    (family)
linda siefkas
Margaret Swisher
pamela Temple (family)
richard & Julie Ward 
    (family) (NeW)
lowell Webb
laura Weber
Barbara Wright
Mick vunderink
Mike & Nancy Zanjano 
    (family)

The  
conundrum? 

http://https://www.google.com/maps/place/Buckeye+Boat+Club/@40.151842,-82.871821,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xd1ad0e28d9cf5fe0!8m2!3d40.151842!4d-82.871821
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In an effort to be both fiscally and environmentally responsible, we will 
send a full-color, interactive newsletter via e-mail unless you request a 
hard copy be mailed to you.
1 I prefer a hard copy via regular U.S. mail

Please send completed form and payment to: 
The Columbus Folk Music Society
P.O. Box 20735, Columbus, OH 43220

For credit card transactions: contact treasurer@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org.  Membership amounts are tax-deductible.

The Columbus Folk  
music society
P.O. Box 20735
Columbus, OH 43220

next issue in december!

we’re on the web!
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

