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Scott Alarik returns from Cambridge, 
MA to Central Ohio once again this 
year to both perform and to conduct a 
number of workshops. He will also be 
our special guest performer at our April 
coffeehouse. Scott is well-known in 
the Boston area for the astute 
chronicling of folk musicians & the folk 

music scene and was the folk music 
critic for the Boston Globe for over 25 
years. He is also a songwriter and 
performer in his own right, and has 
performed in numerous venues over 
the years. Bill Cohen interviews Scott 
on both his April coffeehouse 
performance and the Central Ohio Folk 
Festival. 

Bill Cohen:  From your appearance at 
last year’s festival and from your multi-
decade career, most of  us know you as 
the author of  books on the history of  
folk music and as a longtime Boston 
Globe reviewer of  “all things folk.”  
But you are also an accomplished folk 
singer, and you’ll be showing that side of 
you in concert at this year’s festival.  

What can people expect on that front?  
How do you describe your music?

Scott Alarik:  My recent albums 
have all been subtitled “Folk Songs 
Old and New.” I think of  folk 
music in the broadest sense, as real 
people’s music. Folk’s music. 
Whether it’s a traditional love song 
or modern ballad, I like to sing 
songs that reflect our lives as we 
actually live them day to day. In my 
folk music novel, Revival, I wrote 
that one of  the great things folk 
music shows us that “our most 
ordinary mornings can be the stuff  
of  song.” That’s what first drew me 
to the music; I felt real people 

What follows is compiled from Joe’s Bio 
found on his website. When you have a 
moment, please check out the complete site at 
www.joecrookston.com.  

From Ithaca, NY, he is described 
as artist, writer, singer, guitar picker, 

painter, claw hammer banjo player, 
eco-village member and believer in 
all things possible.  You’ll be pulled 
in by the magic and musical world he 
creates and you’ll end up in the 
moment, humming & buzzing with 
the rest of  the crowd.  He’ll sing to 
you – You’ll sing with him…He’s 
plumbing for lyrical gold, like some 
kind of  social archeologist.  His story 
songs are universal, masterful and his  
concerts are a grand celebration of  
all of  us.

He believes in stories.
Come to a show…You’ll ride 

along mystical, historical, and 

humorous roads, and twist through 
personal stories along the way.  
Amber eyes, Oklahoma towns, 
rattlesnake tails, Grandmother 
Moons, Galway heather, meter 
maids and silver crowns. At the end 
of  the night, you’ll leave inspired, 
with a renewed sense of  what’s 
possible.  “The Long Note” is a 
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The 18th Annual Central 
Ohio Folk Festival proudly presents:

Joe Crookston 

April 26 FolkSide Coffeehouse presents
 Scott Alarik                               Interview by Bill Cohen     

See Alarik - page 2
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Remembering Chas Custis

inside the songs. That’s what I’ve 
always appreciated about folk 
audiences, too: they’re looking for 
humanness and honesty, not flash 
and dazzle – to peek inside a song 
and see their own lives reflected 
back.

I like to perform with audiences, 
not at them, to experience the show 
together, whether that’s the songs I 
sing, the stories I tell, or the jokes I 
crack. And I do like to crack jokes. 
Since I’ve become known as a writer 
and journalist, audiences are often 
surprised by how much fun I like to 
have on stage. I love watching those 
first surprised smiles break across 
their faces.

Bill:  As a writer of  folk-style songs, 
where do you get inspiration?  Is there a 
particular message or thrust that you hope 
listeners will come away with?

Scott:  Great question. It’s actually 
quite similar to my journalism and 
fiction: I love stories. My dad told 
me that I was like that from the 
moment I could talk. “You always 
wanted everything to be a story, with 
a beginning, middle and end,” he 
said. “Even when it wasn’t a story, 
you’d try to make it one.”

Beyond that, I love the realness 
of  folk music, that it deals with the 
things we all wrestle with in our 
lives, loneliness and doubt, fear and 
faith, hope and despair. And that’s 
because they’re honest about the 
human experience; they tell the 
truth. Whether I’m writing a song, a 
newspaper story, or a novel, I try to 
be as real, as human, as I can. And 
to tell the truth.

Beyond that, I’m a fool for a 
good melody. Those melodies tell a 
story, too, let us know how the songs 
feel, hear the emotions within the 
lyrics, without a lot of  gooey stuff  on 
top. When I used to drink, I liked 

my whiskey straight up. I’m pretty 
much the same about my music. If  
you like a lot of  bells and whistles, 
I’m not your guy.

Bill:  Besides singing in concert, you’ll 
also be presenting four workshops while 
you’re in town.  Two of  them will be at 
the festival itself  and two others will be 
in Columbus just before the festival opens. 
[Ed. Note: The details about the 
time and places of  those follow the 
interview].  What will be the thrust of  
those four programs?

Scott:  I’ve had a lot of  fun with 
these musical workshops, pulling 
together a lifetime of  stories, songs, 
and lore to tell the story of  folk 
music. I mix live and archival music 
with conversation to show how folk 
music grew from the self-made 
soundtrack to people’s daily lives 
into the vibrant form it is today.

At the festival I’ll be doing my 
most general topic, “Discovering 

See Alarik -  page 4
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     I first met 
Charlotte Custis 
about 16 years 
ago when I was 
invited to Fred 
and Nancy 
Bailey's home to 
see whether our 
voices blended 
well enough for 
us to be back up 
singers on Fred's 
proposed CD. As 
usual when first 

meeting people, I started out trying to 
make a good impression, watching my 
manners, not saying much. Charlotte, on 
the other hand, was gregarious and 
earthy and vied with Fred and Nancy to 
try to make me blush. By the end of  the 
evening I was laughing, joking, and 
thinking I had just met someone I really 
wanted to know better. . . .So began a 
friendship I count among my closest.

Chas, as her friends and family called 
her, came from a musical family (her 
father was a published composer) so it is 
little wonder she had such lovely voice. 
Whether singing a gentle ballad or the 
grungy blues, she knew how to get the 
best sound for the song. But there was 
much more to Chas than just a pretty 
voice.

Without a doubt she was one of  the 
most intelligent, knowledgeable women I 
ever knew. She could discuss in depth 
everything from the development of  new 
pharmaceuticals to politics, then adeptly 
change the topic to Japanese art. When 
traveling in France, she was 
complimented by the French for her 
mastery of  the language. We spent many 
evenings discussing a hodge podge of  
varied subjects in stream of  
consciousness fashion, sometimes until 
the early hours. I'll miss these sessions.

Chas was also an animal lover -- 
especially cats and horses -- another 

thing we had in common. It seems they 
also loved her as over the years many 
strays found their way to her welcome 
mat where they found a loving home. 
Sometimes I think she had a little 
homing beacon which lured lost felines 
to her house.

Many of  you will remember Chas, 
who passed away Feb. 22, as Nancy 
Bailey's niece and volunteer for CFMS 
and the COFF over the years. Some of  
you worked with her on the CFMS 
board when she was treasurer and when 
she hosted the yard sales. And still others  
of  you were recipients of  her good 
friendship and care when you were in 
need.

For me, she was my adopted little 
sister, dearest friend, sounding board, 
singing partner, and preparer 
of  some of  the tastiest 
chicken paprikash I have ever 
had. I will miss her more than I 
can tell.

by Pam Raver

Photo of  Charlotte 
performing with At 
Wit’s End.
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Volunteer and have fun at the same time !!

"For the volunteers, who give so much, and give up so much, to keep folk music alive.  You open the 
doors, turn on the lights, set up the chairs, put up the stage, bake the cookies, book the shows, spread the 
word, pamper the performers, fold up the chairs, take down the stage, switch off the lights and close the 
doors.  You are . . . folk music's gracious and beating heart."

-- Scott Alarik, Revival, a Folk Music Novel, Dedication Page. Used with permission. 

Photos courtesy of  Linda McDonald

phrase used in Irish culture – “The 
Long Note” is that place of  
resonance and transcendence where 
the music, the voices, the 
instruments, and the community 
ALL come together and unite…

There IS a “Long Note” and Joe 
is reaching for it.

From the first strum of  his 1948 
Gibson, through stories of  ruby red 
dresses, Tinian Island, Dylan 
Thomas, Taoist parables and 
drunken roosters you’ll be drawn in.  
It happens every time.  Watch a 
YouTube video. It’s good, but it’s not 
the same. You gotta come to the 
show.  

Through his spirit and playfulness  
and his unwavering courage to be 
himself, you will be moved in ways 
you didn’t expect. He is literate, 
poignant and funny as hell. 

You’ll be glad you came.
He tours regularly in the US, 

Ireland and Canada.

Joe is performing as the headliner 
for the 2014 Central Ohio Folk 
Festival.  Opening for Joe is a local 
Americana / folk band called Square 
Thirteen. The show starts at 7:00 
p.m. in the Bob Kirby Tent on 
Saturday, May 3. While most of  
the festival is free, the Saturday 
evening concert does require 
purchased tickets OR consider 
registering for the whole festival and 
it will include tickets to this concert 
as well as the opportunity to attend a 
host of  interesting & educational 
workshops (many of  which are for 
the novice).  Deadline for the 
advanced purchase discount is 
4-21. The registration form can be 
found at: 
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org/
COFF_2014/registration.html

Crookston - "om page 1

His CD, “Able Baker Charlie 
& Dog” received the most 
airplay of any folk acoustic 

recording and was awarded
“Album of the Year” by the 
International Folk Alliance in 

Memphis, TN.

He received a year-long 
songwriting grant from the 
Rockefeller Foundation to 

travel throughout New York 
State, collect stories, and 

write original songs.

His favorite quote about his 
music is:

“I hate folk music, but I 
absolutely LOVE Joe 
Crookston’s music!”

Some glimpses of th
e 

2013 Festiva
l

To Volunteer for 

the Central Ohio Folk 
Festival, please contact 
Lisa Cassell, Volunteer 
Coordinator, via e-mail at:  
lisa_cassell@yahoo.com

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org/COFF_2014/registration.html
http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org/COFF_2014/registration.html
http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org/COFF_2014/registration.html
http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org/COFF_2014/registration.html
mailto:lisa_cassell@yahoo.com
mailto:lisa_cassell@yahoo.com
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Folk Music,” which traces how real 
people used music in their lives 
before radio and records. The only 
music they had was the music they 
made, so they sang when they 
worked, courted, marked the 
seasons, worshipped, danced, 
welcomed their children and 
mourned their departed. Then I 
track how those traditions flowed 
into the rise of  a professional music 
industry and became the folk music 
we know today.

At the festival, I’ll also be doing 
“The Roots of  Songwriting,” which 
tells the story of  how songs were 
written, from ancient times to today. 
Did you know Benjamin Franklin 
began his career as a songwriter? 
That pop music began in the 1500s? 
That Pete Seeger wrote “Where 
Have All the Flowers Gone” 
without knowing it? We’re gonna 
have fun.

At the Upper Arlington Library, 
I’ll do the world premiere of  a new 
workshop called “ Woody Guthrie & 
Robert Burns: A Surprising 
Comparison.” In writing about both 

legends over the years, I’ve been 
amazed at how similar they were in 
how they wrote their songs and felt 
about the people for whom they 
wrote them. Guthrie used to brag 
that he was related to Burns, and I 
think Burns would have been proud 

of  that. They were definitely birds 
of  a feather. I’m really excited about 
debuting this program.

At the First UU Church, I’ll 
explore “Politics & Folk Music,” 
tracing how ordinary people sang 
about politics before they had 
freedom of  speech. Using secret 
codes, Biblical imagery and other 
cunning techniques, they found 
their ways, from 14th century 
peasants to African-American slaves 
to the labor movement to the 1960s. 
It shows us a lot about our politics 
today – and our music.

People will hear America’s very 
first campaign song, for George 
Washington. He ran unopposed, so 
what did they sing about? And if  
you think campaigns are dirty today, 
wait till you hear how Thomas 
Jefferson supporters sang about John 
Adams in 1800. And the real story 
behind “We Shall Overcome” is 
proof  those old traditions are still 
with us.

Bill:  Some of  the other performers at 
this year’s festival are folks you’ve heard 
in the past, folks you’ve perhaps actually 
written reviews on.  Tell us about some 
of  those musicians and give us a mini-
review of  them.

Scott:  When I think of  what the 
term “folk music” means to me, 
Mustard’s Retreat really embodies 
it. They’re all about community, 
singing songs that mean something 
in our everyday lives, melodies that 
stick to our ribs. They’re two of  the 
nicest people I’ve ever known, and 
that really shows in how they treat 
their audiences. You don’t just 
become a fan; you become their 

Alarik - "om page 2
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“Joe Crookston is a great 
Americana songwriter, 
cinematic, sweeping, yet 
intimate, his songs full of 
knowable people and 
moments.”            -S. Alarik

 Saturday, April 5th, you can do a good deed for your 
ears and for the Central Ohio Folk Festival at the same 
time.

 Just attend our annual COFF fundraising 
concert at the Shamrock Club.

 The two high-quality bands that will perform 
symbolize part of  the wide range of  music that folk 
music entails.

 Instrumentalists John Sherman and Randy 
Clepper will perform Celtic tunes on guitar, 
bouzouki, hammered dulcimer, and tenor 
banjo.  They have toured widely and garnered 
rave reviews in folk music publications such as 
Sing Out, Acoustic Guitar, and Dulcimer Player’s 
News.  John’s resume even includes accompanying 
folk music icon Tom Paxton in live concerts.

 Our other featured act, Halfway Home, is Americana 
music personified.  Playing about 8 different 
instruments, the 5-members regularly tour 

Ohio and beyond, with tight vocal harmonies 
that tell touching stories about drifters, convicts, 

lovers, gamblers, and just plain folks.  Halfway 
Home’s music will have you smiling one minute and 

wiping away a tear the next.

 Doors will open at 6:30 p.m., and the musical program 
will start at 7.  Food and drink will be available for 
purchase, and there is plenty of  free parking.

 Proceeds from your $10 donations at the door will help 
produce this year’s annual Central Ohio Folk Festival at 
the Battelle Darby Metro Park May 2, 3, and 4.

 WHERE:  Shamrock Club of  Columbus at 60 W. 
Castle, Columbus 43207  

WHEN:  Saturday April 5th

Have Musical Fun AND Raise $ for Our Folk Festival ! 
Article by Bill Cohen

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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✃
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Friday, April 4: The Folk 
Ramblers – 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.  Bill 
Cohen, Carl Yaffey & Jackie 
LaMuth will lead an old-fashioned 
folk music sing-a-long at the 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
2070 Ridgecliff, Arlington. Proceeds 
from $10 donation at the door go to 
Mid Ohio Workers Assoc. Questions? 
Call Bill at: 263-3851
Thursday, April 17: Grassahol – 
8-10 p.m. at the Thursday Night 

Concert Series at Peggy R. 
McConnell Arts Center, 777 
Evening St, Worthington, OH

Sat. & Sun., April 26 & 27: 
Hardtackers – Ashville Viking 
Festival. www.ashvillevikingfest.com/
enter.htm

Thursday, May 1: Scott Alarik – 
7:00 p.m. "Woody Guthrie & 
Robert Burns: A Surprising 
Comparison" Workshop. Upper 

Arlington Library (Friends 
Theater), 2800 Tremont Rd, Upper 
Arlington, OH 43221 
614-486-9621. Free Event.

Friday, May 2:  Scott Alarik - 
7:30 p.m. "Politics & Folk 
Music" Workshop. Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 93 W. 
Weisheimer Rd., Cols, OH. Open 
to the Public - Free Event.

 FOLLOWING OUR OWN. . .

✃
✃

  The Saturday Music Jam at 
the Worthington Farmersʼ 
Market at The Shops at 
Worthington Mall (through April). 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  All are welcome 
to come play! Consider bringing a 
chair.  

 Saturday, April 5 - Benefit 
Concert for the Central Ohio 
Folk Festival.  Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. Program starts at 7 
p.m. Featured performers: 
Randy Clepper & John 

Sherman followed by Halfway 
Home. Held at Shamrock Club 
of Columbus, 60 W. Castle, 
Cols, 43207. Food and drink 
available for purchase after 6 
p.m. Free Parking.

  Saturday, April 26 – 
FolkSide Coffeehouse
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Open Jam 
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Live Auction 
(benefits Central Ohio Folk 
Festival) 
8:00 p.m. (or thereabouts) – 

Featured Singer/Songwriter: 
Scott Alarik  Columbus 
Mennonite Church, 35 Oakland 
Park Ave., Cols, OH.  $7.00 
suggested donation; students 
$5.00; CFMS members $5.00; 
under 12 free.

 May 2, 3, 4 - Central Ohio 
Folk Festival. Battelle Darby 
Metro Park. Friday: “Meet & 
Greet” 6-9:30 pm; Sat.: 8:30 am - 
10 pm; Sun.: 10 am to ~ 5:30 pm 
(park closes at dark).

  SAVE THE DATE . . . ✃

Please save your empty 1 gallon milk jugs and coffee 
cans (with lids) for use at our upcoming folk festival!  
You can drop them off at Linda McDonaldʼs.  (444 
Oakland Park Avenue, Clintonville).  
Youʼll make the kids happy with drums and help “light up 
the way” on Saturday evening!

Donʼt forget  – the slate of nominations for Officers for 
CFMS will be announced at the April Coffeehouse.  This 
happens every year.  You may want to get involved! 
Anyone who is interested or knows of anyone who might 
be interested in serving should contact 
cfms_leaders@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org.

Please 
remember, our 

annual live auction 
has been changed 

from March to the April 
Coffeehouse.  We will also have 
some instruments that will go 
up for auction, so plan on 
coming out! If you have auction 
items, you may drop them off at 
Linda McDonaldʼs, 444 Oakland 
Park Ave., Cols.Im
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http://www.mcconnellarts.org/wp/archives/10873
http://www.mcconnellarts.org/wp/archives/10873
http://www.mcconnellarts.org/wp/archives/10873
http://www.ashvillevikingfest.com/enter.htm
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The annual Central Ohio Folk 
Festival will soon be upon us!  It 
will be an exciting festival, with 
many new bands in the line-up.  

Opening for our nationally 
touring headliner, Joe 
Crookston, will be the band 
Square Thirteen, a multi-
talented band which describe 
themselves as being both 
“progressive folk” and their “own 
brand of  Americana”.  You’ll meet 
and hear the Blue Water 
Ramblers from Grand Rapids, 
who perform extensively 
throughout Michigan and 
February Sky also from 
Michigan who perform 
throughout the midwest. Megan 
Palmer will treat us to a 
performance on Saturday 
morning. Many remember her as 
a Columbus Americana singer-
writer favorite before she relocated 
to Manhattan, and then Nashville.  
Local bands Canned Goods and 
The Redbuds will appear for the 
first time at our festival. Returning 
old friends are: Mustard’s 
Retreat, Butch Ross, The 
Hardtackers, Second Wind, 

Joe LaMay & Sherri Reese and 
The Wild Hares. Scott Alarik, 
noted author and folk music 
journalist, will return this year as a 
popular workshop presenter in 
addition to appearing as a 
performer. 

New this year is our Showcase 
Tent which will feature various 
singer/songwriter members of  the 
Columbus Songwriter’s 
Association. And these guys and 
gals are good! Also featured will be 
performances by some of  our 
past Kirby Scholarship 
winners, a special program of  
fiddle tunes by Suzuki Music 
Columbus and a Pete Seeger 
Tribute: Jam Circle/Sing-A-
Long on Saturday afternoon! 
All of  this as well as jams and the 
many children’s programs are free! 

There are many, many 
workshops scheduled. Registration 
fee is required in order to attend 
workshops and Saturday evening 
headliner concert (or they can be 
purchased individually).

Send in your registration 
early!  Download at: 
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org/
COFF_2014.html

Music, Workshops Galore and 
some new surprises at

 the 18th annual 
Central Ohio Folk Festival!

A Message from the Central Ohio 
Folk Festival Co-Directors !

New faces. New Sounds at this year's 
Central Ohio Folk Festival. 

We have lots of  new talent to present to you 
at this years festival as well as some returning 
favorites.  Come and join us for lots of  music 
and fun, where you never have a chance to get 
bored.  Attend a workshop or two, rest at the 
Spotlight Tent, take in a happening at the 
NEW Showcase Tent, and don't forget to join 
in a jam in your spare time. We’ll have a Pete 
Seeger Sing-Along Round Robin; that means 
you will get a chance to request or start your 
favorite Seeger song on Saturday afternoon 
after the workshops. The Saturday evening 
concert with Square Thirteen opening for Joe 
Crookston is sure to entice you to come back 
on Sunday and do it all again. 

You will find more information about all the 
activities and times on our web site: 
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org. Click on 
the Festival tab and check it all out.
Sharon and Art Mittenbergs
Co-Directors

Steve Smith Family

Michael & Nancy 
Zajano Family

 Jim & Yvette Cox
 (new)

Donald Feinstein (new)

Roger Girard & Bev 
Kovanda Family

Lynne Carr

WELCOME TO OUR NEW AND 
RETURNING MEMBERS:

OFFICERS 
President:  Art Mittenbergs – 
president@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org 614-491-0437
Vice-President: Joe Baringhaus
Treasurer:  Debbie Shaw–
treasurer@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Secretary:  Diane Boston– 
secretary@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
TRUSTEES 
Linda Bolles–lindabolles@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Stan & Beth Bradley –
elizabethbradley@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
stanleybradley@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Bill Cohen–billcohen@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Mike Hale– mikehale@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Jackie LaMuth–jackielamuth@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Jim Luckhaupt–jimluckhaupt@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Linda McDonald–lindamcdonald@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Sharon Mittenbergs–
sharonmittenbergs@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Tom Nagel–tomnagel@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Cindy Ramsey–cindyramsey@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Cathy Sheets–cathysheets@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Chris Skudder–chrisskudder@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

Central Ohio Folk Festival directors:  Art and Sharon 
Mittenbergs artmittenbergs@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Membership Chair:  Carl Yaffey 
membership@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
Newsletter Editor: Diane Boston 
newsletter@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org	
Webmaster: Carl Yaffey webmaster@columbusfolkmusicsociety.org 

THE COLUMBUS FOLK MUSIC SOCIETY OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
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friend. It’s a great feeling. I dare 
anyone to sit in their audience and 
not get in a good mood.

 Joe Crookston is a great 
Americana songwriter, cinematic, 
sweeping, yet intimate, his songs full 
of  knowable people and moments. I 
haven’t seen him live before, but I’ve 
heard he’s a great showman, so I’m 
looking forward to that.

But the most fun for me is that I 
haven’t heard many of  the people 
on the lineup. That’s what’s so 
special about festivals: you can get 
little tastes of  all kinds of  new 
artists. And if  you don’t care for 
one, you just wander over to the 
next.

Bill:  Over the decades, you’ve been to 
countless folk music festivals. Be frank 
with us. How does the Central Ohio Folk 
Festival stack up? What are its strengths 
and weaknesses?

Scott:  I prefer smaller festivals like 
yours to the big hubbubs like 
Newport. Don’t get me wrong, 
they’re exciting and very important 
for the music. But so are boutique 
community festivals like yours. The 
pace is so relaxed, the mood so 
friendly. And I’ll let you in on a 
secret: at the big festivals, 
performers tend to stick to their “A” 
sets, not spread their wings. At 
smaller festivals like yours, it’s just 
the opposite. It’s so down-home and 
neighborly that performers want to 
go off-script, do something that’s in-
the-moment, just for that show and 
that crowd. It’s so much fun to be 
part of  moments like that, and 
you’re much more likely to 
experience them at your festival 
than at Newport. Honest!

Beyond that, you get a chance 
to know people, chat with them and 
share your love of  music. 
Everybody’s so friendly, and the 
performers aren’t hiding in trailers 
backstage, they’re right out there 

with everybody else. There’s a lot of 
jamming going on, so musicians at 
any level get to share their music. 
Your festival is not just for the stars, 
it’s for everybody; and to me, that’s 
what makes folk music special.

I also prefer festivals that 
combine main stage concerts with 
smaller song-swaps, jams, and 
workshops on interesting topics. 
And I love your mix of  full-time and 
nonprofessional musicians. Each 

gives a special energy to the other 
that adds to the convivial vibe. The 
Irish have a special word for that, 
craic, the social joy of  music being 
shared. The Central Ohio Folk 
Festival has that in spades.

Bill:  While many of  us fret over the 
relatively old age of  most folk music fans 
and we worry that folk music will die 
out as we ourselves die off, you’ve 
expressed some optimism that folk music 
will indeed live on.  Remind us --- why 
should we be hopeful on that front?

Scott:  Lots of  young people are 
discovering folk music today – 
perhaps even more than in the 
1960s. You just don’t hear about it, 
because it’s not happening in the 
commercial mainstream the way it 
did back then. But as ‘60s folk 
legend Geoff  Muldaur says, “Every 
generation has to find its own way of 
tapping its feet.” Young people tend 
to do just what ‘60s and ‘70s folkies 
did: create their own venues, 
performers, and communities for 

the music. But the traditions are 
definitely being carried on. There 
are more open mikes and jam 
sessions in Boston than ever before, 
and Club Passim, the premier folk 
venue, has never been as busy or 
successful as it is today, even in the 
‘60s when it was called Club 47, the 
most important folk club in the 
country. In addition, there are 
dozens of  community coffeehouses 
like the one you folks run. The folk 
scene in Boston is happening!

The young folk scene is also 
being led by a lot of  2nd-generation 
folkies, children of  folk performers 
and fans, who literally grew up with 
the music. They feel a sense of  
ownership that many of  us in the 
‘60s did not. I try to portray that in 
Revival through the younger 
character, Kit Palmer. She’s a 
modern songwriter, but grew up 
playing Scottish fiddle and 
competing in the amateur contests 
that happen today in Celtic, 
bluegrass and other folk forms. So 
while songwriting is new to her, she 
has the old music deep inside her, 
part of  her own private groove. As 
long as that process of  passing the 
music along is healthy – and you see 
it all weekend at the Central Ohio 
Folk Festival - the old music ain’t 
goin’ nowhere.
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Scott will give two workshops at the 
Central Ohio Folk Festival 
(registration required).   

Sat., May 3:  10 a.m. – 
“Discovering Folk Music” 

Sun., May 4:  2 p.m. – “The Roots 
of Songwriting” 

Two other workshops are scheduled 
prior to the festival (both free):

Thurs., May 1:  7:00 p.m. – 
“Woody Guthrie & Robert Burns: 
A Surprising Comparison”. Upper 
Arlington Library (Friends Theatre). 

Fri., May 2:  7:30 p.m. “Politics & 
Folk Music”. Unitarian Universalist 
Church. See details for May 1 & 2 
events at “Following Our Own” p. 5.

“And I’ll let you in on a 
secret: at the big festivals, 
performers tend to stick to 
their “A” sets, not spread 
their wings. At smaller 
festivals like yours, it’s just 
the opposite. It’s so down-
home and neighborly that 
performers want to go off-
script, do something that’s  
in-the-moment, just for 
that show and that 
crowd..”               -S. Alarik

http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org
http://www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org


!"#$%&'''''''''''''''  (&)*+&,$-&#.&#/01&&&(&)*+&2"34&5.6&+.6$

7"+$819%&''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''

:;;6$11%&''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''&<0#=&''''''''''''''&>#"#$&''''&?0@&''''''

A/.,$&8!"=9%&&'''''''''''''''''''''&8BC$D9%&''''''''''''''''''''''&&8<$EE9%&'''''''''''''''''''''

BF+"0E&";;6$118$19&805&"&/.G1$/.E;&+$+2$61/0@9%&'''''''''''''''''''''&&&&&&&&'''''''''''''''''''''

H$+2$61/0@&6$,$-"E1&"6$&;G$&",,G"EE=&2=&>$@#$+2$6&IJ#/D&K.6&,$-&+$+2$61L&@E$"1$&3/$34&.,$&.5&#/$&

+$+2$61/0@&E$C$E1&E01#$;&2$E.-&M&@6.F6"#$&#/$&"+.G,#&.5&=.G6&3/$34&"1&0,;03"#$;D&)5&N.0,0,O&;G60,O&#/$&+.,#/&.5%&

K$2F:@60E%&&&P.G6&+$+2$61/0@&E$C$E&"+.G,#&&Q&DR& & H"=FSGE=%&&&P.G6&+$+2$61/0@&E$C$E&"+.G,#&&Q&DTR

:GOFU3#%&&&&P.G6&+$+2$61/0@&E$C$E&"+.G,#&"1&E01#$;& 7.CFS",%&&&&P.G6&+$+2$61/0@&E$C$E&"+.G,#&&Q&DVR

! &),;0C0;G"E&WTJ

! &X.G1$/.E;&WTR

! &Y..;&K60$,;&WRJ

! &>@.,1.6&WZJJ

! &A"#6.,&WTJJ

! &>0EC$6&WTRJ

! &Y.E;&8[05$&H$+2$69&WRJJ

! &P$1\&AE$"1$&3.,#"3#&+$&6$O"6;0,O&
C.EG,#$$6&.@@.6#G,0#0$1&-0#/0,&#/$&
.6O",0]"#0.,D

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE COLUMBUS FOLK MUSIC SOCIETY

)&$,N.=&#/$&",,G"E&<$,#6"E&U/0.&K.E4&K$1#0C"E&8$"6E=&H"=9%&&[.#1&&&R&&&^&&&I&&&T&&&Z&&7.#&&&&&8@E$"1$&3063E$&.,$9

In an effort to be both fiscally and environmentally responsible, 
we will send a full-color, interactive newsletter via e-mail unless 
you request a hard copy be mailed to you.

Please send completed form and payment to: 

The Columbus Folk Music Society
P.O. Box 20735, Columbus, OH 43220

We’re on the web!
www.columbusfolkmusicsociety.org

The Columbus Folk 
Music Society
P.O. Box 12336
Columbus, OH 43212

Next Issue in May
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